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“ It’s a way that, after I’m gone,
I can continue to help people.
When my mom passed away, I decided to 
update my will. In addition to remembering 
my local church and others, I chose to 
leave a bequest to World Vision. They’ve 
had meaning to me during my lifetime.”
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Photography makes poverty personal by bringing us close 
to hum an suffering. Let these images guide your prayers 
for people and communities around the world.
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

Spiritual Dominos
BY  R I C H  S T E A R N S

T
he o th e r even ing  I w as 
w a tc h in g  “A m e rica ’s C o t 
Ta len t,”  a p rog ram  th a t 
showcases ju s t a b o u t 
every k ind  o f  skill you can 
p o in t a v id e o  cam era  at.

I was s tru ck  by a m an w h o  called h im s e lf 
th e  K ine tic  K ing, th e  w o r ld ’s grea test cre ­
a to r o f  cha in -reac tion  gadgets.

Each p iece o f  a K ine tic  K ing c o n tra p ­
tio n  plays a sm all pa rt. Its m a in  jo b  is to  
set o f f  th e  next lin k  in th e  cha in . Yet, ju s t 
like d o m in o s , these  pieces to g e th e r set o f f  
a spectacu la r reaction .

I be lieve th a t th is  is h ow  G od w orks  
in h is to ry . Tw o th o u sa n d  years ago, Jesus 
C h ris t se t up  ju s t 12 d o m in o s , m e n to re d  
th e m , and led th e m  in his way. H e  e m p o w ­
ered th e m  w ith  th e  H o ly  S p irit and th e n  
sen t th e m  o f f  to  go and do  likew ise. Two 
th o u sa n d  years la te r th e re  are m o re  than  2 b illio n  fo llo w e rs  o f  
C h ris t in th e  w o rld . T h a t's  a lo t o f  d o m in o s !

W e see these d iv ine  chain reactions o ften  in the  Bible. Ruth 
chose to  stay w ith  her m other-in-law , N aom i, a fte r her husband 
d ied. R uth ’s loyalty led her to  m arry  Boaz. T he ir son, O bed, be­
cam e th e  g randfa ther o f  K ing David, w hose  descendant was Jesus.

W e see these  s p iritu a l d o m in o s  a t w o rk  in chu rch  h is to ry  as 
w e ll. In th e  1880s, R obert W ild e r w as a m o n g  th e  f i r s t  genera­
tio n  o f  A m e rica n  m iss io n a ry  kids. B orn  in Kolhapur, Ind ia, he 
w as physica lly  w eak and fe a rfu l o f  pu b lic  speaking. T h o u g h  
he earned e n try  to  P rince ton , o ne  h is to ria n  w rite s  th a t R obert 
"b ro k e  d ow n  a fte r a s h o rt te rm  o f  serv ice .”

Yet, h is c h ild h o o d  had prepared R obert to  love m iss ions  
w o rk . D u rin g  co llege, he s igned  a p ledge a long  w ith  fr ie n d s  to  
becom e a m iss ionary . W h ile  he w as to o  fra il to  fu l f i l l h is p ledge, 
R obert encouraged  o the rs  to  take  up  th e  task. O ne dom ino  fe ll.

D u rin g  a p reach ing to u r  th a t to o k  R obert th ro u g h  Chicago, he 
spoke to  an audience a t M cC orm ick  T heo log ica l S em inary th a t 
inc luded  Sam uel M o ffe tt. Sam uel also signed R obert’s pledge, 
and w ith in  tw o  years he landed in Korea. A no the r dom ino  fe ll.

A  fe w  years la ter, S am ue l shared  th e  gospe l w ith  a m an 
w h o  had b ecom e  d is illu s io n e d  w ith  h is  T a o is t p rac tice . Kiel

“My word that goes out from 
my mouth... will not return to 
me empty; but will accomplish 
what I  desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I  sent it.”

- I S A I A H  55:11

P a s to r K y u n g -C h ik  H a n  ( r ig h t)  h e lp e d  B o b  

P ie rce  e s ta b lis h  W o r ld  V is io n  in  K orea .

S un-chu  tru s te d  C h ris t, and qu ick ly  
a n o th e r d om ino  fe ll.

S om e tim e  a fte r b ecom ing  a C hris tian , 
Kiel was am o n g  th e  f irs t  seven graduates 
o f  Pyongyang Presbyterian Sem inary.

In 1907, Kiel was one  o f  th e  leaders o f  
th e  Pyongyang revival. In January o f  th a t 
year, spon taneous  prayer and confession 
broke o u t d u r in g  regu la r church  m eetings. 
Thousands o f  dom inos fe ll. Those days o f  
fe rv e n t prayer are n ow  conside red  th e  
b ir th  o f  an inde p e n d e n t, se lf-sus ta in ing  
Korean church .

W hen  Kiel d ied  in 1935, 5 ,0 0 0  people  
a ttended  his fu n e ra l. H e  had preached the  
gospel th ro u g h o u t th e  co u n try  and had 
d one  m o re  th a n  any o th e r person to  make 

C h ris tia n ity  a Korean fa ith  th ro u g h  his socia l w o rk  and e ffo rts  
tow a rd  Korean independence . O n e  o f  h is d o m in o s , Pastor 
Kyung-Chik H an, was c lose ly  invo lved  in W orld  V is io n ’s beg in ­
n ings  in Korea.

The  chu rch  in Korea now  n u m b e rs  a b o u t 15 m illio n , and it 
sends m o re  fo re ign  m iss ionaries  th a n  any o th e r co u n try  o u t­
s ide th e  U n ited  States. M illions  o f  dom inos continue to  fa l l.

A s C hris tians, w e are all d o m in o s  in th e  cha in  reaction  set 
o f f  by jesus 2 ,0 0 0  years ago. The  a m az ing  th in g  a b o u t d o m i­
nos fa llin g  is th a t th e  cha in  reaction  always s ta rts  sm a ll— w ith  
ju s t one, seem ing ly  in s ig n ific a n t d o m in o .

W he the r you are sponso ring  ch ild ren, fi l l in g  backpacks fo r  
ch ild ren  in inner-c ity  schools, ta lk ing  to  you r ow n ch ild ren, o r

praying earnestly fo r  th e  people and issues 
you read a b o u t in th is  m agazine, you have 
no  idea w h a t h o w  b ig  th e  im p a c t w ill be as 
G od m u ltip lie s  yo u r fa ith fu lness. •

KEEP UP AND ENGAGE WITH 
RICH STEARNS at www.facebook.com / 

ichardStearns.WVUS.
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F R O N T L I N E S

C o m p i l e d  by  J a m e s  A d d i s

World Vision ^

FEED THE
HUNGRY

CHILDREN IN 

URGENTLY NEED FOOD.’
YOUR GIFT W ILL SAVE L I VES.

To h e lp  feed  hu ng ry  ch ild ren , use th e  fo rm  o n  th e  reverse side  
and re tu rn  it  in  th e  enve lo pe  b e tw een  pages 2 8  an d  29 .

IEASURE8
T opera tions , w h ich  began in  late 2010, inc lude  em er- 
cy feed ing  o f  ch ild ren  and delivery o f  food  aid, m edic ine, 
m illio n s  o f  liters o f  w ater fo r  people and an im als . The 

ra tions span Som alia, E th iopia, Kenya, and Tanzania and 
reach ing m ore  than  750 ,000 people. It is a m o num en ta l 
e rtaking, b u t the  p lig h t o f  N esifo  and m illio n s  like her 
lands n o th in g  less. To he lp  W orld  V is ion  save lives in  the  
n  o f  A frica , see th e  attached coupon. •
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

Spiritual Dominos

“My wora 
my mouth 
me empty, 
what I  det 
purpose]

- i

T
he o th e r even ing I was 
w a tc h in g  “A m e rica ’s G o t 
Ta len t," a p rog ram  th a t 
showcases ju s t a b o u t 
every k ind  o f  skill you can 
p o in t a v id e o  cam era at.

I w as s truck  by a m an w h o  ca lled h im s e lf 
th e  K ine tic  K ing, th e  w o r ld ’s g rea tes t c re ­
a to r o f  cha in -reac tion  gadgets.

Each piece o f  a K ine tic  K ing c o n tra p ­
tio n  plays a sm a ll pa rt. Its m a in  jo b  is to  
set o f f  th e  next link  in th e  cha in . Yet, ju s t 
like d o m in o s , these  pieces to g e th e r set o f f  
a spectacu la r reaction.

I believe th a t th is  is h o w  G od  w o rks  
in h is to ry . Tw o th o u s a n d  years ago, jesus 
C h ris t se t up  ju s t 12 d o m in o s , m en to red  
th e m , and led th e m  in his way. H e  e m p o w ­
ered th e m  w ith  th e  H o ly  S p irit and then  
sen t th e m  o f f  to  go  and do  likew ise. Two 
th o u s a n d  years la te r th e re  are m o re  than  2 b illio n  fo llo w e rs  o f  
C h ris t in th e  w o rld . T h a t’s a lo t o f  d o m in o s !

W e see these d iv ine  chain reactions o ften  in the  Bible. Ruth 
chose to  stay w ith  her m other-in-law , N aom i, a fte r her husband 
died. R uth ’s loyalty led her to  m arry  Boaz. T he ir son, O bed, be­
cam e th e  g randfa ther o f  K ing David, w hose descendant was Jesu 

W e see these  s p iritu a l d o m in o s  a t w o rk  in chu rch  h is to ry  a: 
w e ll. In th e  1880s, R obert W ild e r was a m o n g  th e  f i r s t  genera­
tio n  o f  A m e rica n  m iss io n a ry  k ids. Born in Kolhapur, Ind ia, he 
was physica lly  w eak and fe a rfu l o f  p u b lic  speaking. T hough  
he earned e n try  to  P rince ton , one  h is to ria n  w rite s  th a t R obert 
“ b roke  do w n  a fte r a s h o rt te rm  o f  serv ice.”

Yet, h is c h ild h o o d  had prepared  R obert to  love m iss ions  
w o rk . D u rin g  college, he s igned a p ledge a long  w ith  fr ie n d s  to  
becom e a m iss ionary . W h ile  he was to o  fra il to  fu lf i l l  h is pledgi 
R obert encouraged o th e rs  to  take up  th e  task. One dom ino  fe ll.

D u rin g  a preach ing  to u r  th a t to o k  R obert th rough  Chicago, h 
spoke to  an audience a t M cC orm ick  T heo log ica l S em inary th a t 
inc luded  Sam uel M o ffe tt. Sam uel also signed R obert’s pledge, 
and w ith in  tw o  years he landed in Korea. A no the r dom ino  fe ll.

A fe w  years la ter, S am uel shared th e  gospe l w ith  a m an 
w h o  had becom e  d is illu s io n e d  w ith  h is T ao is t p rac tice . Kiel
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F R O N T L I N E S

C o m p i l e d  by  J a m e s  A d d i s

DESPERATE MEASURES
Nesifo is starving. S om etim es she cries. S om etim es the  
i-year-o ld  s im p ly  nestles her head aga inst her m o the r's  
breast, seeking the  little  c o m fo rt she can. Though  her co n d i­
tio n  is extrem e, her s to ry  is c o m m o n . A fte r her fam ily 's  live­
stock d ied, her m o th e r carried her across m iles o f  parched 
Som ali landscape in a b id  to  fin d  food . They are am ong  
m illio n s  su ffe ring  fro m  hunger in the  H o rn  o f  A frica, w h ich  
is experiencing the  w o rs t d ro u g h t in 6 0  years. W orld  V is ion

re lie f opera tions , w h ich  began in  late 2010, inc lude  em er­
gency feed ing  o f  ch ild ren  and delivery o f  food  aid, m edic ine, 
and m illio n s  o f  lite rs  o f  w ate r fo r  people and an im als . The 
opera tions  span Som alia, E th iopia, Kenya, and Tanzania and 
are reach ing m ore  than  750 ,000 people. I t  is a m o num en ta l 
undertak ing , b u t the  p lig h t o f  N esifo  and m illio n s  like her 
dem ands n o th in g  less. To help World Vision save lives in the 
Horn o f  Africa, see the attached coupon. •
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D ECAD ES OF 
D ISA ST E R

It 's  n o t all in 
y o u r head: The  
n u m b e r o f  
e c onom ica lly  
d a m a g in g  
na tu ra l 
d isaste rs  is 
increas ing .
T he  inc idence  
o f  m a jo r 
flo o d in g , in 
pa rticu la r, has 
skyrocketed 
in recent 
decades.

-2319mm

J1G-

CHINA I FLOODS FOLLOW DROUGHT
D evas ta ting  f lo o d in g  in Jiangxi P rovince in July destroyed  crops  and d is ru p te d  th e  c ritica l rice harvest. 

W orld  V is ion  d is tr ibu ted  635 m e tric  tons  o f  rice to  benefit m ore  than  4 2 ,0 0 0  people and supplied 112 

m etric  to n s  o f  fe rtilize r to  ass is t w ith  a g ricu ltu ra l recovery. The flo o d in g  fo llo w e d  th e  w o rs t d ro u g h t in 

6 0  years. M any  b e n e fitin g  fro m  th e  d is tr ib u tio n s  had a lready faced fo o d  shortages fo r  six m o n th s .

1 9 8 0 s  1990s 2000s
NUMBER OF MAJOR NATURAL DISASTERS

S O U R C E : C E N T E R  FO R 
R ESEAR C H  O N  T H E  

E P ID E M IO L O G Y  O F  D ISASTERS. 
JA N U A R Y  2 01 0 .

KENYA I SLUM FIRE
A  p e tro l e xp los ion  and 
re s u lt in g  fire s to rm  sw ep t 
th ro u g h  h u n d re d s  o f  t in , 
scrap -w ood , and c a rdboa rd  
shan ties  in  S ina i, o ne  o f  
N a iro b i's  n o to r io u s  people- 
packed s lu m s . M o re  th a n  100 
peop le  d ied  in  th e  S ep tem ber 
acc iden t, and as m a n y  w ere  
se n t to  h o s p ita ls  fo r  bu rn  
tre a tm e n t. S urv ivo rs , hav ing  
lo s t loved ones, h om es , and 
th e ir  few  p rec ious  be long ings , 
fled  to  Tom  M boya  te m p o ra ry

cam p , w he re  W orld  V is io n  
su p p lie d  a id  and m a te ria ls  
in c lu d in g  b e d d in g  and k itchen  
item s.

MEKONG DELTA I MORE THAN SEX
A lthough  hum an  tra ffick ing  is 
s trong ly  associated w ith  the  
sex trade, a report released by 
W orld  V is ion  shows th a t only 
one  in 10 tra ffick ing  v ic tim s  
around the  w o rld  ends up  in 
p ro s titu tio n . The report— “ t o  

Th ings You Need to  Know  
A bo u t Labor Trafficking in

th e  G reater M ekong Sub- 
Region” — reveals th a t m ost 
o f  those  tra fficked w orldw ide  
end up  in indus tries  such as 
fish ing , fo o d  processing, and 
do m e s tic  service. The repo rt 
recom m ends  several in itia tives  
in the  M ekong  D elta, in c lud ing  
voca tiona l tra in in g  and 
im m ig ra tio n  advice.

HAITI I SANITATION SCARE
T o rren tia l ra ins  th is  s u m m e r 
flo o d e d  cam ps w here  
m o re  th a n  6 o o fo o o  peop le
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W O R ST  FOR W O M E N
C o u n trie s  w here  w o m e n  and  g ir ls  face th e  h ig h e s t risk  
o f  rape, ch ild  m arriage , gen ita l m u tila tio n , s to n in g , 
“ h o n o r"  k illings , fem a le  in fa n tic id e , a n d /o r  tra ffick in g .

1 AFGHANISTAN
2 O.R. CONGO
3 PAKISTAN
4  INDIA
5 I SOMALIA

W orld Vision is w ork ing in  each o f  these countries to  
alleviate poverty and  p rotect women.

S O U R C E : T H O M S O N  REUTERS F O U N D A T IO N . JU N E  2011

c o n tin u e  to  live  a fte r th e  
m ass ive  ea rthquake  th a t 
s tru ck  P ort-au-P rince  in 
January 2010. W o rld  V is ion  
m o ve d  q u ick ly  to  resto re  
adequate  s a n ita tio n  in several 
cam ps  by in s ta llin g  m o re  
m o b ile  la trines  and  repa iring  
and s a n itiz in g  ex is ting  
la trines . The  o rg a n iza tio n  
a lso  increased supp lies  o f  
clean water. T he  ac tions  w ere 
p ro m p te d  by conce rn  th a t 
a lack o f  clean w a te r and 
s a n ita tio n  in  th e  w ake o f  the  
flo o d s  w o u ld  lead to  fu r th e r 
o u tb reaks  o f  cho lera .

PAKISTAN I CRISIS CONTINUES
M o re  th a n  a year a fte r 
Pakistan su ffe red  its  w o rs t 
f lo o d in g  in m o d e rn  history,

W orld  V is io n  is c a llin g  fo r  
re lie f e ffo rts  to  c o n tin u e  fo r  at 
least a n o th e r year. Last year’s 
f lo o d s  a ffected m o re  th a n  
2 0  m il l io n  peop le , destroyed 
m il lio n s  o f  acres o f  c rops , and 
se n t c h ild  m a ln u tr it io n  rates 
soa ring . To date , W orld  V is ion  
has reached a b o u t 1.5 m il lio n  
peop le  w ith  fo o d  a id , clean 
d r in k in g  w ater, hyg iene kits , 
b lanke ts , and shelter.

JAPAN I SCHOOL MEALS
W orld  V is ion  began p ro v id in g  
h o t schoo l lunches to  ch ild ren  
in M in a m isa n rik u  in June. The

to w n ’s school lunch fac ility  
was destroyed by the  m assive 
earthquake and ts u n a m i th a t 
struck  earlie r th is  year. To 
date, W orld  V is ion  has helped 
m ore  than  8 0 ,0 0 0  people 
fo llo w in g  the  quake w ith  basic 
necessities and m eals, as 
w ell as school supp lies and 
e m o tio n a l s u p p o rt fo r  affected 
ch ild ren . G enerous donors  
have given m ore  than  $57 
m illio n  to  fu n d  the  response.

INDIA I FLOODS HURT
Severe flo o d in g  in  July 
breached em b a n km e n ts , 
subm erged  roads and  houses, 
and  adverse ly  a ffec ted  m o re  
th a n  3 0 0  v illages  in  A ssam . 
W o rld  V is io n  sh ipped  
p re p o s itio n e d  em ergency 
s u p p lie s  fro m  its  w arehouse 
in  G uw aha ti to  a ss is t m o re  
th a n  4 ,0 0 0  fa m ilie s  a ffected 
by th e  flo o d in g . •



D o n  w i th  B e a u ty , 4 ,

n r m i f F M T m n  a Z a m b ia n g i r lb o r n
U b  I  I I I  I f  I b I U  I  I  111  I -  w ith  d is a b le d  fe e t.

THE WHEELCHAIR
A groundbreaking innovation brings mobility to thousands.

A fte r w o rk in g  fo r  years d e s ig n in g  m ed ica l e q u ip m e n t, D on 
S choendo rfe r w as d issa tis fied . The  eng inee r fro m  Irvine,
Calif., w o u ld  labo r to  co m e  up  w ith  s o m e th in g  be tte r than  his 
c o m p e tito rs , o n ly  to  w a tch  th e m  tu rn  a ro u n d  and p roduce 
s o m e th in g  th a t to p p e d  h is p ro d u c t. H e fe lt as i f  he w ere  on  a 
m ean ing less  tre a d m ill— s im p ly  try in g  to  m ake one c om pany  m ore  
p ro fita b le  th a n  another.

B ut then  D on learned th a t an es tim ated  100 m illio n  people  in 
th e  w o rld  are fo rced  to  craw l in th e  d ir t fo r  lack o f  a wheelchair. A nd

he w ondered  i f  th is  m ig h t be his chance to  
m ake be tte r use o f  his ta len ts . “ O ne o f  the 
im ages th a t I b ro u g h t back fro m  vacation 
in M o rocco ,”  he says, “ was th is  w om an 
lying on the  g round  craw ling— using  
finge rna ils  fo r  tra c tio n , c lo thes ragged and 
knees b leed ing ."

D on d iscovered th a t th e  co s t o f  a 
tra d itio n a l w hee lcha ir is beyond the  
m eans o f  m any in th e  d eve lop ing  w o rld . 
A lso , th o se  cha irs  are o ften  unsu itab le . So 
he fou n d e d  th e  n o n p ro fit Free W hee lcha ir 
M is s io n  to  p rov ide  robust, low -cost 
w hee lcha irs  us in g  parts  read ily availab le in 
th e  d eve lop ing  w o rld , such as bicycle tires.

D on ’s firs t design worked well b u t could 
n o t be adjusted fo r  ch ild ren. H e developed 
a new m odel in co llabora tion  w ith  Dr. Susan 
Shore, a p ro fessor o f  physical therapy, 
and M o tiva tion , an organ iza tion  he lp ing  
disabled people achieve m obility. This fu lly 
ad justab le  cha ir costs abou t $70— a fraction 
o f  the  cos t o f  regular wheelchairs. T ha t 
savings is possible, in part, because the 
cha ir does n o t need to  collapse; in tended 
beneficiaries se ldom  s tow  th e ir wheelchairs 
in vehicles. So the  cha ir is cheaper, stronger, 
and less prone to  failure.

T h is  year, W orld  V is io n  began 
d is tr ib u tin g  a b o u t 6 ,0 0 0  cha irs  fo r  free in 
A frica  and C entra l A m erica . D on says the  
p a rtne rsh ip  w ith  W orld  V is io n  is a good 
one  because o f  th e  o rg a n iza tio n ’s long ­
te rm  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  it 
serves. It m eans the re  are tra in e d  W orld  
V is io n  s ta f f nearby to  p rope rly  a d ju s t and 
m a in ta in  th e  cha irs .

For D on, it  was an em otiona l experience 
a ttend ing  th e  firs t d is tr ib u tio n s  in Zam bia, 
w here m any ch ild ren  suffer fro m  cerebral 
palsy o r po lio— c ond itions  th a t can o ften 
be prevented w ith  better m edical care.
M o s t had to  be physically carried o f f  buses 
to  attend the  d is tr ibu tions . As they sat 
in th e ir  new wheelchairs, D on says, you 
cou ld  a lm o s t see the  burden lifted fro m  the  
shoulders o f  w a tch ing  fam ily  m em bers. For 
m o s t beneficiaries, it  was the  f irs t t im e  in 
th e ir  lives th a t they had been able to  m ove 
independently. •
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MOVING PICTURE
Take a look  a t a N ancy C onant p a in ting , and 
you m ig h t fin d  it  su rp ris in g — given th e  sk illfu l 
execu tion— th a t she on ly  to o k  up  a rt se rious ly  abou t 
th ree  years ago. M oreover, she deve loped he r ta le n t 
w h ile  su ffe ring  the  effects o f  m u lt ip le  scleros is, a 
disease th a t has a t tim e s  p u t her in a w hee lcha ir and 
regu larly causes bou ts  o f  ch ro n ic  fa tigue .

M S fo rc e d  Nancy, 48 , o f  G rand  P ra irie , Texas, 
to  g ive  u p  h e r jo b  as fin a n c ia l c o n tro lle r  o f  an 
a d v e rt is in g  agency. B u t she w a sn ’t  a b o u t to  g ive  
up  on  life . She began p a in t in g  to  sa tis fy  a life lo n g  
a m b it io n  to  becom e  an a r tis t.

A  s h o rt w h ile  later, N ancy happened  to  jo in  a 
s tu d y  g ro u p  read ing  The Hole in O u r Gospel, w ritte n  
by W orld  V is io n  U.S. P res iden t Rich S tearns.

A t firs t, she was overw helm ed by th e  book ’s 
challenge to  Christians to  address the  p lig h t o f  the 
poor— particu larly  w hen Rich ou tlined  statistics 
h ig h lig h tin g  w orld  poverty. B ut N ancy cam e to  the  
conclus ion  th a t everyone is responsib le fo r  do in g  
w h a t he o r she can. Tha t helped lessen her feelings “ o f  
abso lu te  fu tility ”  in the  face o f  such trem endous  need.

G iven  th e  sta te  o f  N ancy ’s hea lth , he r a b ility  to  
respond  m ig h t seem  lim ite d . Nancy, however, was 
in sp ired  by th e  cove r o f  th e  S u m m e r 2 0 0 9  W orld  
Vision m agaz ine , fe a tu r in g  8-year-o ld E k idor— a 
Kenyan g ir l w h o  s trugg les  every day to  ge t enough

fo o d  to  eat. " I  co u ld  n o t ge t th a t b e a u tifu l l it t le  face 
o u t o f  m y  m in d ,”  N ancy  says.

Like any good artis t, she pa in ts  the  subjects she 
loves. N ancy title d  th e  w o rk  “ H aunted  by H unger," 
th e  sam e headline used on  the  m agazine cover, and 
is a u c tion ing  the  w o rk  o n line  to  raise m oney fo r  W orld  
V is ion , “ U p  u n til now,”  N ancy says, "m y  p a rt has 
been sponso ring  ch ild ren. B ut I had an ep iphany and 
realized tha t, as an artis t, I can do  m o re ." •

fo r 'H a u n te d  by H u n g e r,* vfsft 
w w w .w vm ag .o rg /pa in ting .

WHY I LOVE BEING A CHILD SPONSOR CINDY KYSER, AUSTIN, ARK.

T h ro u g h  ch ild  sponsorsh ip , I have been connected  
w ith  fam ilie s  in S outhern A frica  fo r  several years. 
Last sum m er, I v is ited  m y sponsored  ch ild ren  in 
Z im babw e , Swaziland, and Lesotho. T h is  jou rney 
was a leap o f  fa ith — trave ling  a lone m ore  than  
8 ,0 0 0  m iles  fro m  hom e, w ith  th e  co nv ic tion  th a t 
m e e tin g  in person was im p o rta n t. W hen I arrived 
a t a schoo l in Z im babw e, I saw  m ore  than  700  
ch ild ren  ou ts ide . Two sm all g irls  cam e ru n n in g  
tow a rd  m e w ith  b ig  sm iles, shou ting , “ Look, 
it 's  C indy Kyser!”  A t th a t m o m e n t, I knew  th a t 
sponso rsh ip  was m o re  than  exchanging letters and 
p ic tures. It creates un ique  bonds between people 
based on  love. Everyone I v is ited  shared a meal 
w ith  m e, and one  v illage  presented m e w ith  a live

chicken as a gesture  o f  fr iendsh ip . I re tu rned  hom e 
w ith  a s tronger b e lie f in the  g loba l ne ighborhood , 
and I am  forever changed by the  experience. •

YOU'RE
W ANTED

Whatever your 
background, 

you can change 
the world.

MUSIC FANS
V o lu n te e r a t  a  W o rld  

V is io n  A r t is t  A sso c ia te  
c o n c e rt a n d  h e lp  s ig n  u p  

n e w  c h ild  sp o n s o rs . 
www.wvartists.org

T
ATHLETES

D is c o v e r  h o w  y o u r  
m a ra th o n ,  b ik e  r id e , o r  
o th e r  a th le t ic  e v e n t  c a n  

h e lp  th e  p o o r. 
w w w .team w ortdvis ion.ofg

♦♦
WOMEN

jo in  a W o m e n  o f  V is io n  
c h a p te r a n d  a d d re ss  th e  
n e e d s  o f  im p o v e ris h e d  

w o m e n  a n d  g irts . 
w w w .w ortdvts io n .org / 

w om enofvis ion

COLLEGE STUDENTS
M o b il iz e  y o u r  g e n e ra tio n  
t o  seek ju s t ic e  th ro u g h

wwwLwortdvisionacts.org

i
PROFESSIONALS

se rve  th e  po o r. 
w w w .wortdvtsion.oi 

advisors
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GDATS GET RESPECT
A Chicago Cubs fan makes amends for a historical snub.

any peop le  re m e m b e r th e  in fa m o u s  day in  1945 w hen  W illia m  
S ianis b ro u g h t h is pe t g o a t to  W rig ley  Field to  w a tch  th e  Cubs 
face th e  D e tro it T igers  in th e  W orld  Series.

A lth o u g h  W illia m  had box-seat ticke ts  fo r  h im s e lf and the  
goat, th e  p a ir w as refused a d m is s io n  on  th e  g ro u n d s  th a t th e  
g o a t was sm elly. A  d is g ru n tle d  W illia m  s to o d  o u ts id e  th e  s ta d i­
u m , s h o u tin g  th a t th e  C ubs w o u ld  never w in  again— an in c id e n t 
th a t becam e know n as th e  C urse o f  th e  B illy  G oat.

Indeed, th e  Cubs lo s t aga ins t th e  T igers  and have n o t w o n  a W orld  Series in 103 
years— one  o f  th e  m o s t n o to r io u s  lo s in g  streaks in A m erican  s p o rt in g  h istory.

Rather than  despa ir over th is  sorry tale, Jeremy Freeman, an In te rne t m arke ting  
en trep reneur o f  C hicago, III., s tarted th e  “ Reverse th e  C urse”  cam pa ign . The  ca m ­
paign, w h ich  launched in A p ril, is des igned to  supp ly  goats to  im pove rished  fam ilie s  
in th e  d eve lop ing  w o rld  and p ro m o te  a h ighe r regard fo r  th e  an im a ls .

Jerem y set up  a w ebs ite  th a t exp la ins ju s t h ow  tra n s fo rm a tiv e  i t  can be to  rear 
goats . They p rov ide  n u tr it io u s  m ilk  and cheese and an a lte rna tive  source  o f  in com e  
th ro u g h  s e lling  su rp lu s  goats  o r  g o a t p ro d u c ts . V is ito rs  to  th e  w e bs ite  are in v ited  to

dona te  m oney to  s u p p ly  a goa t to  a fa m ily  
in need th ro u g h  W orld  V is ion .

Jerem y has a lso  estab lished  a pres­
ence on  Facebook, Tw itter, and YouTube, 
and h is cam pa ign  has ga ined  scores o f  
e n th u s ia s tic  s u p p o rte rs  and raised m ore  
th a n  $3 ,600 .

Jeremy laughs w hen conced ing  th a t the  
curse is n o t yet reversed: The Cubs are s till 
seeking a W orld  Series title . "B u t I d o n 't 
th in k  th e  cam pa ign  can h u rt,”  he says. 
“ D o ing  good  is always a pos itive  th in g .”  •

(
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THE STORY ON TOUR
F irs t cam e  Z o n d e rva n 's  b ook  The Story,

B P r  H E  S T O R Y  w h ich  reads like  a nove l and condenses the  
g rea t events  and  charac te rs  o f  th e  B ib le  in to  
31 c o m p e llin g  and accessib le  chap te rs. N ext 
cam e “ The  S to ry”  d o u b le  a lb u m , re la tin g  the  
b ib lica l s to ry  in 18 in s p ira tio n a l new  songs 
w ritte n  by D ove A w a rd -w in n e rs  N ich o le  
N o rd e m a n  and B ern ie  H e rm s . N o w  W orld  
V is io n  is p leased to  p a rtn e r w ith  “ The  S tory 

T o u r” — a s tu n n in g  m u lt im e d ia  experience fe a tu r in g  to p  C h ris tian  a rtis ts , 
in c lu d in g  Steven C u rtis  C hapm an, N ew sboys, and N a ta lie  G ra n t w ith  
d y n a m ic  speakers M ax Lucado and Randy Frazee. Experience “ T he  S tory 
T o u r”  a t a c ity  near you th is  C h ris tm a s . •

TOP FUNDRAISER
Th is  year, 18-year-old Carter U llm an  raised a 
w h o p p in g  $30 ,000  fo r  the  W orld  V is ion  30 H o u r 
Famine— the fundra ise r w here young people fast 
fo r 30 hours  to  iden tify  w ith  the  hungry.

It’s the  biggest a m o u n t ever raised by a single 
ind iv idual in the  event's 20-year history. But the 
self-effacing teen, o f  Lake Wales, Fla., does no t 
have a clear idea o f  w hy his fundra is ing  was so 
successful. “ I really d id  n o t set o u t to  raise tha t 
m uch,”  Carter says.

Carter d id  get one big donation o f  about 
$5,000, and a lo t o f  people gave $360—  
approximately enough to  feed a hungry child fo r a 

year. But m ost other donations were far m ore modest. Altogether, Carter approached 
around 50 people to  sponsor his fam ine a ttem pt— m ostly friends, family, and 
m em bers o f  his church.

O ne fundra is ing  techn ique  th a t Carter believes d id  help was keeping a record 
o f  generous donors  fro m  his past W orld V is ion  fam ine  experiences. This year, he 
approached the  sam e donors  and discovered they were ju s t as w illin g  to  give.

Nevertheless, Carter says ra ising a big sum  o f  m oney was only a sm all part 
o f  the  appeal o f  the  experience. A  m ore  im p o rta n t part was go ing  w ith o u t food 
fo r  30 hours. " It 's  a way we can p u t ourselves in the  shoes o f  hungry ch ild ren ,” 
he says, "and  learn abou t w ha t they have to  go th rough  firs thand ." •

CHANGE AGENT
S co tt U tesch  

W e d d in g to n , N.C.

OCCUPATION P a s to r

PROGRAM i G if t  C a ta lo g

[THE BIIHI A fte r read ing  The Hole in  O u r  
Gospel by W o rld  V is io n  U.S. P res iden t Rich 
S tearns, S co tt w as m oved  by th e  needs o f  th e  
v u ln e ra b le  in  th e  w o rld . As S co tt pondered  
h is  response , th e  Lord kep t b r in g in g  h is B M W  
m o to rcyc le  to  m in d . H e  rea lized  th a t h is  he a rt 
and  checkbook  w ere  o fte n  m o re  engaged 
in f in d in g  accessories fo r  th e  b ike  th a n  in  
m e e tin g  th e  needs o f  th e  poor. H e  sat d ow n  
w ith  h is  th re e  c h ild ren  and  a n nounced  th a t he 
p lanned  to  sell h is  b ike  on  eBay to  fo n d  a w e ll 
th ro u g h  W o rld  V is io n 's  G if t Cata log. A fte rw a rd , 
S co tt had e n o u g h  m oney  le ft ove r to  g ive  each 
o f  h is  c h ild re n  $250 to  buy ch ickens, goats , a 
donkey, and so m e  sheep fro m  th e  ca ta log  fo r  
im p o v e rish e d  fa m ilie s . •

( )  A s a  dad, it meant a lot to be able to 
model somethirig different fo r  m y kids 
than ju s t consuming stu ff"

i n  W orld  V is io n 's  G ift 
Catalog. Seo the Insert between pages 16 and 17.
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ORB TRAN  
______________________________________________________

M B Y  R Y A N  S M I T H  A N D  
D I A N E  J .  M C D O U C A L L

P H O T O S  B Y  J O N  W A R R E N

T Y THE WORLD’S POOR CAN SEEM FACELESS
and faraway, lost in confounding num­
bers and dry facts. The chronic nature 
of their suffering, the geographic reach 
of it, can leave us feeling helpless. But 
God has named the poor and brought 
them close. They are our neighbors with 
a universal ZIP code, and he asks us to 
love them as we love ourselves.

We start, as always with prayer. 
For those geographically distant, our 
thoughtful prayers can bring them 
closer—to ourselves and to God. In the 
next few pages—indeed in every issue— 
consider praying through the photo­
graphs Take a first glance at the people 
and circumstances noting emotions and 
relationships. Then, look deeper, asking 
questions letting your heart be touched 
and your prayers be amplified.

Take heart: With God’s grace, no 
loving step you take is too small to make 
a lasting and limitless impact.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

21 I FOSTER COMPASSION IN YOUR FAMILY. 
Take so m e tips from  a Texas couple w h o  are  
teach ing  th e ir children to  care fo r o th e rs

24 I DISCOVER THAT GIFTS CAN MULTIPIY- 
literally and figuratively— through th e  story 
o f  a  p ig  th a t changed th e  fu tu re  fo r an  
en tire  Bolivian fam ily
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D.R. CONGO

O  > Mothers, each with a record of her 
child’s medical history, gather to 
weigh their young children as part 
of a community health program in 
Lume, Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Low weight is one of the first signs of 
malnutrition. Hunger is an ongoing 
challenge in communities disrupted 
by violence—such as Lume, which for 
years has been under attack from the 
Lord’s Resistance Army. According to 
the World Health Organization,
31 percent of children under age 5 in 
the DRC are underw eight

©  > AT FIRST GLANCE__________________

Consider each person in the photo.
The mothers might be anxious that 
their babies’ weights wall be low, 
signaling that they are not healthy. 
W hat might the community health 
worker (in the green shirt) or small 
boy (at lower left) be feeling?

The babies’ clean sock booties and the 
medical history cards seem to indicate 
diligent attention to health, despite a 
precarious community life. W hat more 
do these young children need to thrive 
in Lume?

P  > LOOK DEEPER

This event is taking place outside, 
rather than in an indoor clinic. Pray 
for adequate shelter for the families 
and protection from violence.

Do you remember the emotions of 
taking your children to the doctor? 
How might you pray for these women?
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THAILAND

© Som Muangprom, 14, and her brother, 
Boy, 10, survey the polluted Khlong 
Prem Canal that flows sluggishly 
alongside their home in Bangkok, 
Thailand. Its w aters—once crystal 
clear and teeming w ith fish—are an 
oily black, filled w ith both industrial 
and hum an waste. Each month, a 
group of young people and World 
Vision staff travel by motorboat down 
this smelly waterway to broadcast 
anti-pollution messages to those 
living and working on its banks. Som, 
sponsored by a couple in Canada, is 
often the voice behind the microphone. 
World Vision is also pioneering 
several projects w ith Som’s family to 
organically filter the water.

'© '>  AT FIRST GLANCE

Look at the juxtaposition of the healthy 
children and the polluted canal. Pray 
that the trash and waste in the canal 
do not cause health problems for Som 
and Boy—and everyone else in the 
community.

Notice the buildings packed one after 
another alongside the canal. W ith such 
density, where would children play?

P > LOOK DEEPER

With businesses contributing to the 
pollution, the problem seems too large for 
local residents to solve, let alone young 
people. Pray for the resources that Som 
and Boy need to change their community.

W hat problems in your community 
need to be addressed? Pray for boldness 
to speak out and seek a solution.
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